Today, there are many conferences that examine the

various aspects of A-life.
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The Art of Computer
Programming

by Donald Knuth

Donald Knuth (1938~ ), professor of computer sci-
ence at Stanford University, wrote a three-vol-
ume series of books from 1968 to 1973 titled The Art
of Computer Programmaing. The books are still consid-
ered a seminal contribution to computer science,
because they summarize the most important algo-
rithms needed for programming; the books analyze
the algorithms rigorously and expose interesting con-
nections between them. The three volumes of The Art
of Computer Programrung are even entertaining,
thanks to Knuth’s terse prose, interspersed historical
references, and astute observations.

The series 1s divided into the following volumes: 1,
Fundamental Algorithms; 11, Serminumerical Algorithms;
and 111, Sorting and Searching. Volume I deals with dis-
crete mathematics, that is, mathematical methods useful
in processing abstract structures such as numbers and
graphs. It discusses several proof techniques, combina-

torics, and data structures such as queues, lists, arrays, and
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trees. Knuth illustrates the algorithms using programs for
an idealized machine: “The machine we use is a mythi-
cal computer called MIX. ... Like most machines it has
an 1identifying number—the 1009.” Knuth arrived at this
figure by averaging the identifying numbers of 16 popu-
lar computers and writing the result, 1009, using roman
numerals. Dedicated students all over the world have pro-
grammed emulators of the MIX machine.

Volume 1II i1s devoted to seminumerical algorithms,
algorithms dealing not only with numbers, but also
symbols. The topics covered range from random num-
ber generators to floating-point notation. Its long dis-
cussion of numerical bases (decimal, binary, and
others) is still one of the best available. Volume ITIT
deals with algorithms for sorting and searching. The
most popular methods are handled here, and there are
long discussions about the best way to sort information
on tapes, disks, or memory.

Never one to sit idle, Knuth has already announced
that Volume IV (Combinatorial Algorithms), divided in
three subvolumes, will be ready around 2004. Volume V
(Syntacric Algorithms) will be finished in 2009. Partial
drafts of these works are already available through the
Internet. Knuth pays US.$2.56 to anyone who first
reports an error in his books, because 256 cents are
equivalent to a “hexadecimal dollar” (16 tumes 16—
instead of 10 times 10—cents).

Donald Knuth received the Turing Award in 1974.
The citation, awarded by the Association for
Computing Machinery, refers to TeX, his computer-

1zed typesetting system, but it is safe to say that Knuth

was known to most programmers because of The Art of

Computer Programming.
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ASCII

Iphanumerical characters must be translated for
computers into sequences of binary digits (bits).
Early computers used various conventions to represent

letters and other symbols until some standard coding

PLAIN ASCII TABLE

0000 0001 0010 0011 0100 0101 0110 0111

0000/ NUL DLE SP 0 @ P '

0001| SOH DC1 ! 1 A 0 a q
0010] 8TX DC2 * 2 B R b r
0011| ETX DC3 # 3 C S ¢ s
0100| EOT DCa  § 4 D T d t
0101| ENQ NAK % 5 E U e u
0110 ACK SYN & 6 F v t v
0111| BEL ETB 76 W g w
1000| BS CAN ) 8 H X h  x
1001| HT EM { 9 1 Y i y
1010 LF SUB  * J z ] z
1011] VT ESC  + ; K ( ko
1100| FF FS . < L 0\ 1 |
1101] CR @GS - ] U no
1110 SO RS . > N " n o~
1111 SI  US / ? 0 o DEL

methods emerged. One of them, and the most popular
today, is the American Standard Code for Information
Interchange (ASCII), which represents symbols using
seven bits (and in some instances, eight).

ASCIT was defined in the 1960s and became a U.S.
government standard in 1968, when it was defined by
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) as
ANSI Standard x3.4. Internationally, it has also been
referred to as ISO 636. To deal with other languages,
the ASCII code has been extended by computer manu-
facturers, sometimes in incompatible ways.

Some ASCII characters are not printable; they are
used as commands for the computer screen. Their
names were coined according to their former use in
teletypes. The character NUL, for example, was used as
a filler after a carriage return (CR) to give the teletype
printing head enough time to move to the beginning of
the next line. The character ESC was used to “escape”
from a transmission that had failed due to a miscon-
nection. It 1s used now as the command of last resort to
escape from a program that is crashing or has fallen
mto an unpredictable state.

The characters shown in the accompanying table

are the original ASCII set (often referred to as plain



